
T he T ngedie c/Hamlet 

Ham. How' chances it the trauaile ? their refidence both in repu« 
tation and profit was better both waycs. 

Rof I thtnke their inhibition , comes by the meanes of the 
late innouation. 

H am. Do the hold the fame eftimation they did when I was 
in the City ? are they fo followed? 

Rof. No indeede are they not. 

Ham. It is not very ftrange.for my Vncle is King ofDenmarke 
& thofe that would make mouths at him while my father liued, 
giue twenty forty, fifty, a hundred duckets a peece, for his Pi c . 
turein little js’Uoad there is fomething in this more then na- 
tura-1, if Philofophy could find it out. A Florijb. 

Guyl. There are the players 

Ham. Gentlemen you are welcome to Elfonoure, your hands, 
come then th’apportenanceofwelcome is fafhion andeeremo- 
nie ; let mee comply with you in this garb : let my extent to the 
players, which I tell youmuft fhowe fayrely outwards, fhould 
more appearc like entertainement then yours? you are welcome: 
but my Vncle-father, and Aunt-mother, are deceaued. 

Guyl. In what my dearc Lord. 

H am , I am but mad North North weft ; when the wind is Sou- 
therly, 1 know a Hauke, from a hand-faw. 

Enter Polontus. 

SPo!. Well be with you Gentlemen. 

Rrw.Hark you Guyldenfterne , & you to, are each eare a hearer, 
that great baby as you fee is not yet out of his fwadhng clouts, 

Rof. Happily he is the fecond time come to them, for they fay 
an old man is twice a child. 

Ham. I will prophecy that he comes to tell me of the players; 
marke it, you fay right fir a Monday morning t’was then indeed. 

Pol. My Lord I haue nevves to tell you. 

Ham. My Lord 1 haue newes to tell you : when Refjtus was 
an Adforin Rome. 

TV. The A&ors are come hether my Lord. 

H am. Ruz, buz, 

P ol, Vppon my honor. 

Ham. Then came each A&oron his Afle. 

P ol. The beft aftors in the world,either for Tragedy, Comedy, 
Hiftory,Paftorall,Paftorall-Comicall, Hiftorfcal-Paftorall/ecme 

indcuidable. 


Prime ofDenmarke . 

indeuidable, or Poem vnliroited. Seneca cannot bee too heauy, 
nor P Uutns too light for the lawe of writ, and the liberty : thele 

arctheoiiely men. , . n , ^ 

H am. O Ieptka fudge of Ifraell,what a treafure hadfl thou ? 

Pol. What a treafure had he my Lord ? . 

H am. Why one faire daughter and no more, the which hec lo- 

ued palling well. 

Pol. Still on my daughter. 

Ham. Am I not i’ch right old feptha ? 

Pol. What followes then my Lord l 

Ham> Why as by lot God wot,and then you know it came to 
bade, as moft like it was ; the firft rowe of the pious chanfbn will 
Jhow 5 you more, for Iooke where my abridgment comes. 

Enter the Players. 

Ham. You are welcome maifters, w elcome all , I am glad to fee 
thee well, welcome good friends, oh old friend, w hy thy face is 
v alanc d fince I faw thee laft,com’ft thou to beard me inDemark? 
what my young lady and Miftris, by lady your ladifhippe is 
nerer to heauen, then when I faw you laft by the altitude of a 
chopine, pray God yourvoycc like a peece of vneurrant gold, 
bee not crackt within the ring: maifters you are all welcome, 
vveele ento't like friendly Faukners, flie at any thing wee fee, 
weelehaueafpeechftraite,comegiuevsata(k of your quality, 
ccstic a paflionate fpcecli. 

P layer. What'fpeech my good lord ? 

Ham.\ heard thee fpeakc me a fpecch oncc,but it was neucr ac- 
ted,orifitwas,notaboueoncc,forthe play 1 remember plcafd 
not the million, t’was cauiary to the general,but it was as I rcco 
ued it & others, whole iudgmentsin Inch matters cried in the top 
of mine,an excellent play, well digefted in the feenes , let downe 
with as much modefty a; cunning. 1 remember one fayd there 
were no fallets in the lines , to make the matter iauory , nor no 
matter in the phrafe that might indite the author of affc£Hon, 
but cald it an honeft method.as wholefome as lweet , & by very 
much, more handfome then fine! one fpeech in’t l chiefly loued, 
t’was tsEneas talke to Dido,f£ there about of it efpec'ally when 
he fpeakes ofPriams flaUghter,if it liue in your memory begin at 
this line, let me fee, let me fee,the rugged Prrbrtf likeTiVircsnisfn 
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